
 

 
 

 
Visit of Fr Vyacheslav Lyahovsky 
We are very grateful to Bishop Irenei as well as our Dean, Fr Paul, that Fr Vyacheslav Lyahovsky from our sister 
parish of St Elisabeth the New Martyr in Wallasey, was blessed to serve Vespers and Divine Liturgy on the 
weekend of 25th – 26th July whilst Fr Mark and family had their annual holiday. Thank you, dear Father, for making 
such a long journey to the Far East and for your pious and faithful service. 
Gift Aid 
Many thanks to our dear Trustee and Parish Treasurer, Tatiana Blana, who secured a significant Gift Aid payment 
from HMRC of £1501.61 for eligible donations in 2025! Thank you to everyone who contributed and to Tatiana 
for all the hard administrative work of claiming this money back. If you haven’t done so already, please consider 
enabling us to claim back the tax on all your donations to the church by filling in our simple Gift Aid form. 
Fr Mark Altar Server Workshop 
After lunch on the Feast of Sts Peter & Paul, Sunday 12th July, Fr Mark ran a small workshop particularly for new 
servers to the church. After a short word from Deacon Andrew, Fr Mark ran through the whole of the Divine 
Liturgy and the different tasks that need to be completed as well as how the server should comport themselves 
during the service. Further workshops will be held in the near future. 
Contribution to Fundraiser for Priest Alexander 
As mentioned in church several times, and commemorated at the Great Entrance, please continue to remember 
the soul of the newly departed Priest Alexander Haigh Jr. who died unexpectedly on 25th June, 2026 due to an 
aggressive brain tumour. He leaves behind his wife Mihaela and his son, Alexander. There is now a special 
GoFundMe Page set up to help support this young and grieving family. Let us show Christian love towards them 
and help them bear this very hard Cross. To the newly-reposed Priest Alexander: Memory Eternal! 
Dormition Fast Talks on the Ikon of the Mother of God “Joy of All Who Sorrow” 
During the Dormition Fast this year at 8pm on Sunday 16th and 23rd August, when we are especially praying and 
reflecting on the Mother of God, Fr Mark will deliver two online talks exploring the history, meaning and 
symbolism of our beloved Patronal Ikon of the Mother of God: “Joy of All Who Sorrow”.  
New Catechesis Group starting in August 
Thanks to God, a new group of Inquirers and Catechumens will be embarking on our Parish Catechism course 
with a view to becoming received into the Orthodox Church over the next year. The course will work through 
the Catechism of St Philaret of Moscow and will be open to all parishioners who wish to deepen their faith. 
March for Life 2026 
With the blessing of Bishop Irenei, on Saturday September 5th at 12.30pm, Fr Mark will serve a Moleben before 
the beginning of the Annual March for Life in central London at St. John's Gardens off Horseferry Road SW1P. 
This is the UK’s biggest Pro-Life gathering and Orthodox Christians have been participating in the march in 
growing numbers each year to pray for an end to abortion and to witness to the sanctity of life.  
Heritage Open Day: Saturday 12th September 
On Saturday 12th September, Fr Mark will be in church from 9am – 5pm to welcome visitors to the church for 
the annual Ride & Stride as well as the Heritage Open Day. It would be great to have some volunteers to help. 
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https://www.joyofallwhosorrow.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/MOT-Gift-Aid-Multiple-Donations.pdf
https://www.gofundme.com/f/care-for-fr-alexanders-family-future


 
 
 

 

AUGUST 2026 
Saturday 1st August 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday 2nd August 

(Holy Prophet Elias) 
10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy  

 

Wednesday 5th August 
(St Petersburg Ikon of the Theotokos: “Joy of All Who Sorrow” with coins) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday 8th August 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 9th August 
(St Panteleimon & Glorification of St Herman of Alaska) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 12th August 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to Theotokos “Enlightener of Minds” 

 

Friday 14th August 
7.30pm ~ Blessing of Waters for Beginning of the Dormition Fast 

 

Saturday 15th August 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 16th August 
(St Anthony the Roman of Novgorod) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Honey 
8pm ~ Dormition Fast Online Talk on the Ikon “Joy of All Who Sorrow” (1/2)  

 

Tuesday 18th August 
6.30pm ~ All-Night Vigil 
Wednesday 19th August 

 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy with blessing of fruits 

 

Friday 21st August 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to the Theotokos “Joy of All Who Sorrow”  

 

Saturday 22nd August 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 23rd August 
(Holy Martyrs Archdeacon Laurence & Pope Sixtus and those with them) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
8pm ~ Dormition Fast Online Talk on the Ikon “Joy of All Who Sorrow” (2/2)  

 

Wednesday 26th August 
7.30pm ~ Panikhida & Prayer to St Varus 

Thursday 27th August 
6.30pm ~ Matins with the Lamentations 

Friday 28th August 

 DORMITION OF OUR LADY THE THEOTOKOS  
10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy with blessing of fragrant herbs 

 

Saturday 29th August 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 30th August 
(Ikon of the Mother of God ‘Enlightener of Minds’) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

 
For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas, 

please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 
Tel. 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com 

 

PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS: 
“JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW” 
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