
 

 
 

 
St Botolph Pilgrimage 2026 
It was a great joy to be back at Iken again after not being able to make our pilgrimage in 2025. Despite the 
exceptionally hot weather, a good crowd of pilgrims from across the country came together to honour St Botolph 
at the very place he founded his monastery in 654AD. At the moleben service, Priest Evgeny Selensky, Dean of 
the Eastern parishes of the Diocese of Sourozh, as well as Archpriest Volodymyr Diachenko of the new Mission 
Parish of St Edmund concelebrated together with Fr Mark. After the service, Father delivered a short homily on 
St Botolph highlighting his role as a protector of travellers and pilgrims as well as a deliverer for those who are in 
darkness or delusion and then went on to read the Life of the Saint. Pilgrims were then invited to venerate our 
ikon of St Botolph before spending more time in the ancient church and then enjoying a picnic in the sunshine. 
Special thanks to Vicar Mandy Reynolds and Churchwarden Louise Cooke for their kindness and hospitality.    
 

Gifts to the Church & Parish Bookstall 
Fr Justin Mahoc of the Parish of St Cuthbert & St Bede in Durham, who recently travelled to Romania, very kindly 
gifted an ikon for our parish of the Mother of God Glykophilousa (sweet-kissing). We are very touched by this, and 
extend our warmest thanks to him. Thanks also our due to our dear Trustee Sergiu Saculiac who made a wooden 
holder for our processional cross and fans so that there is no risk of them falling over during services. Finally, 
thanks again to Nicholas Bamford for donating yet more books to our Parish Bookstall as well as to Parish 
Secretary Joshua Bowler for making bees-wax tea lights.   
 

New Social Media Templates go live 
Thanks to a small but dynamic group of parishioners, we have vastly improved both the look and quality of our 
Facebook, Instagram and Telegram social media accounts and are posting content on a regular basis. Hopefully 
this will enable us to reach out more to young people in our area who may be interested in the Orthodox Church. 
We would especially like to thank Thomas & Emmelia Davies and Eleftheria Thanawalla for all their hard work. 
 

Liturgies for Vladyka St John the Wonderworker and the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul 
On Thursday 2nd July, we will have our usual liturgy in honour of our beloved Vladyka St John, who was the 
Bishop of our diocese from 1951 – 1962, and went on to build the magnificent Cathedral of the “Joy of All Who 
Sorrow” in San Francisco where his incorrupt relics can still be seen. Then, on Sunday 12th July, we will end our 
time of fasting and celebrate the feast of the leaders of the Apostles, Ss Peter and Paul. For the first time we will 
have a full All-Night Vigil for the Holy Apostles at 6.30pm on the Eve of the Feast followed by a festal Divine 
Liturgy at the normal time (10.30am) on Sunday 12th July. 
 

Father Mark’s Holiday 
With the blessing of Bishop Irenei, Fr Mark and family will have their annual weekend away on 25th - 26th July. 
For divine services, he will be covered by Archpriest Vyacheslav Lyahovsky from St Elisabeth’s Parish in Wallasey. 
Please note that Fr Mark being away is not an excuse to not come to church, and it is important that we give our 
visiting priest a good showing of people especially when he is making a 10 hour round trip to serve for us. 
 

Practical Note: conserve the blessed bread 
After receiving Holy Communion please only take one piece of prosphora to have with the hot wine & water 
(zapivka) as we are often finding that we are then running out of (antidoran) bread to distribute at the end of the 
service. I know that the blessed bread is especially popular with our children so parents please keep an eye!    
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Wednesday 1st July 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to St John the Wonderworker 

Thursday 2nd July 
(St John the Wonderworker) 

10.10am~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday 4th July 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 5th July 
(Hieromartyr Eusebius of Samosata | St Alban Protomartyr of Britain) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Tuesday 7th July 
Nativity of St John the Baptist 

7.30pm ~ Moleben to St John the Baptist 
 

Saturday 11th July 
6.30pm ~ All-Night Vigil & Confessions 

Sunday 12th July 
(Holy Apostles Peter and Paul | St Paisius the Athonite) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 15th July 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to Theotokos “Joy of All Who Sorrow”  

 

Saturday 18th July 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 19th July 
(Venerable Sisoes the Great) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 22nd July 
No Moleben 

 

Saturday 25th July 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 26th July 
(Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 29th July 
No Moleben 

 

 
 

 

PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS: 
“JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW” 

 

For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas, 
please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 

Tel. 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com 
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