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Feast of the Nativity

Although not quite a White Christmas, with a thin layer of snow still covering the grounds, we had a wonderful
celebration of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Feast began with our Vigil
service which, for the first time, included Great Compline together with Matins. Special thanks are due to James Bones
for all his work getting the church music prepared. On the morning of the feast a Festal Liturgy was celebrated with
over fifty parishioners present followed by a delicious Christmas lunch and carols from all around the wotld in the
House (illustrated above). Special thanks are due to all those who worked so hard to make the feast so special, including
those who cleaned the church, those who worked so hard preparing food as well as those who provided flowers.

Gift of a Copy of the Kursk-Root Ikon

On Christmas day the church was gifted a beautiful copy of the Kursk-Root Ikon from Miriam (Maria) Dembri who
had acquired it from the home of the Kursk-Ikon, our Synodal Cathedral in New York which she had visited in
December. After we have found a worthy frame for the Ikon we will find a special place to put it in the church. Spaseba!

Welcome to our new Catechumens

On the Sunday after Nativity, Alfie and Jessica were received into the catechumenate between the Hours and the start
of the Divine Liturgy. Alfie took St Paisius the Athonite as his name saint and Jessica took St Juliana of Lazarevo. At
the same time Catechumen Paisius and Juliana’s children, Issac and Lukas, were named for St Isaac the Syrian and St
Luke the Evangelist respectively. Paisius and Juliana are now receiving intensive catechesis with a view to hopefully
being received into the Church on Holy Saturday. Please pray for all our Catechumens: Paisius and Juliana and their
children Isaac and Luke, Thomas and Emmelia and their children Corey and Robey as well as Cuthbert.

Theophany & Blessing of the River Waveney

This year’s Theophany celebrations on Monday 19t January were crowned by the blessing of the River Waveney in the
afternoon of the feast, this time from a brand-new location - the Sea Scouts’ Boat House in Bungay. The concrete
moorings proved a safe place to have the service without too much mud! Many thanks to Amanda Hegarty of Bungay
Sea Scouts for granting us permission to access the moorings. Don’t forget that Fr Mark will be very happy to bless
your home with Theophany Water for the next few weeks and into Great Lent, please contact him to arrange this.

Can you help with the Parish Bookstall, Website & Social Media pages?

Following a successful trial over December and January, and the very positive response to the books and seasonal items
in the parish stall at the back of the church, the Trust has given permission to extend and develop the stall further over
2026. Initial plans include acquiring more items for home ikon corners as well as a wider selection of books on the lives
of the saints, sayings of the Fathers as well as for Children. We are now looking for any parishioners that may be able
to help man the stall before and after the service on Sundays, as well as assist in identifying new items for sale,
stocktaking and arranging the items for sale etc. Likewise, Fr Mark is also keen to get more people involved with creating
and uploading content for our social media channels and updating the material on our website. If you are interested in
helping with the Bookstall and / or social media and the website, please contact Fr Mark.

Lenten Talks on the Psalter & JOAWS AGM 2026 on Sunday 224 March

A request that many parishioners made from last year’s AGM was for more spiritual talks. Fr Mark is proposing to give
a series of four talks entitled, “Reading, Praying and Singing the Psalms” over Lent. The talks will be given online
through a Google Meet link on Sunday evenings starting on the First Sunday of Lent and will last for around an hour.
For more details, please contact Fr Mark. Please note that our 2026 Parish AGM will be on Sunday 2274 March at
approx. 2pm. Please forward any items for the agenda to Fr Mark. A copy of last year’s minutes can be found pinned
up on the noticeboard porch.



PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS:
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FEBRUARY 2026

Sunday 1* February
(Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee | Abba St Macarius the Great)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 4" February
7.30pm ~ Moleben to St Xenia of St Petersburg

Saturday 7" February
7.30pm ~ Great VVespers & Confessions
Sunday 8" February
(Sunday of the Prodigal Son | New Martyrs & Confessors of Russia)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy
Wednesday 11" February
7.30pm ~ Akathist to the Ikon of the Theotokos: “Joy of All Who Sorrow”
Saturday 14™ February
6.30pm ~ All-Night Vigil
Sunday 15" February
(Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare) | Feast of the Meeting of the Lord)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Saturday 21* February
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 22™ February
(Forgiveness Sunday — Cheesefare Sunday)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy
Approx. 2pm ~ Vespers of Forgiveness

START OF GREAT LENT
Clean Monday 23" February — Clean Thursday 26™ February
7.30pm ~ Great Compline with the Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete

Clean Friday 27" February
6pm ~ 9" Hour & Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

PARISH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS:
“JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW?”

Formal Notice of our 2026 Parish Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Sunday 22" March at Approx. 2pm
Please forward any items for the agenda to Fr Mark. A copy of the minutes of last year’s meeting are
pinned up in the porch.

For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas,
please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com




