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New Parish Bookstall

In December we were finally able to offer our refreshed and expanded Parish Bookstall at the back of the church.
Previously relatively few sales were made of the items that were put out here. However, as a trial, the church trustees
have invested a significant amount of funds in providing a wide range of stock including Christmas ornaments and
Nativity scenes made at the St Elizabeth Convent in Minsk along with travel ikons, wall crosses, tea-light holders and
lestovki (leather prayer ropes of the Old Believer type). There is also a good number of new books including Orthodox
Study Bibles, small pocket copies of the New Testament, Psalters, guides to the Divine Liturgy for adults and children,
our set books for our Inquirer and Catechesis courses and a British Pilgrimage Guide. So far, the response to the stall
has been very encouraging, but there are still plenty of items left for those looking for Christmas presents or spiritual
reading for the New Year. This is also a very good way of supporting the ministry of the St Elizabeth Convent in Minsk
with its help for people with disabilities as well as our own Church. The Trustees will shortly be making a decision,
based on the trial, as to whether to continue the stall and to expand this to include more devotional items and books.

Original Jordanville Prayer Book back in print

After many years of being out of print, the Trustees are very pleased to have provided the finance for a new printing of
the Original Jordanville Prayer Book that was translated by the ever-memorable Archimandrite Lazarus (Moore) of
pious memory. This is a facsimile version of the 1960’s edition that was owned by our foundress, Mary Bond, though
some of the old illustrations, that were not very clear, have been replaced with some better line drawings. The Prayer
Books have been printed in hardback with a maroon cover, 374pp long and are available on our Parish Stall as well as
through the SGOIS website and retail for just /13 each.

JOAWS Parish WhatsApp Community

The Parish WhatsApp Group has now been expanded into a Community Group which enables us to nest together
different Group chats. Already this is proving a more effective way of keeping in regular contact with one another and
in enabling people in the community to communicate and get to know each other on a more social level. If you are not
in the WhatsApp Community already but would like to join, please contact Fr Mark on 07592482732.

Birth & Baptism of Baby Edmund Cooper Harrington

Fr Mark and Matushka Elizabeth are pleased to announce the birth of their first grandchild: Edmund Cooper Harrington
who was born at the Liverpool Women’s Hospital on the 5 December 2025 weighing 7lb and 7oz. As was expected,
dear Edmund did have some health concerns and shortly after birth it was decided that he would need to have an
emergency colostomy. Out of an abundance of caution, Fr Mark performed an emergency baptism in the Intensive
Care Unit at the hospital (llustrated above). Edmund was then taken by ambulance to the brilliant Alder Hey hospital
where a stoma was successfully put in place the following morning. Poor Mary, Edmund’s mother, had a complicated
labour which had a serious impact on her mental health that, thanks to God, is now in the process of stabilising. On
New Year’s Eve, Edmund was finally discharged from the Alder Hey and the young family are now all home together
at long last. Thank you to all who have been praying for them, and also for the very kind collection which was arranged.


https://www.sgois.co.uk/product/original-jordanville-prayer-book-facsimile-of-1960-edition/
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Saturday 3" January
7.30pm ~ Great VVespers & Confessions
Sunday 4™ January
(Sunday before Nativity | Great Martyr Anastasia of Rome)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Tuesday 6™ January
6.30pm ~ All-Night Vigil: Great Compline & Matins
Wednesday 7% January
¥ NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST *
10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy followed by Christmas Party & Carols

Saturday 10® January
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 11" January
(Sunday after Nativity | Holy Ancestors of Christ | 14, 000 Holy Innocents)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 14™ January
7.30pm ~ Moleben to St Seraphim of Sarov (tbc)

Saturday 17" January
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 18® January
(Sunday before Theophany)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy followed by Great Blessing of Water in the Church
6.30pm ~ Vigil: Great Compline
Monday 19" January
¥ THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ¥
10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy
Approx. 1.30pm ~ Great Blessing of the River Waveney
At Bungay Sea Scouts Boathouse Staithe Rd, Bungay NR35 1BE with private car parking available

Wednesday 21* January
7.30pm ~ Akathist to the Ikon of the Theotokos: “Joy of All Who Sorrow”

Saturday 24™ January
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 25" January
(Sunday after Theophany | Martyr Tatiana of Rome | St Benedict Biscop)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 28" January
7.30pm ~ Panikbida with Prayer to the Martyr 1/ arus

Theophany House Blessings
It is traditional for all Orthodox Christians in the parish to have their homes blessed with Theophany water by the priest at

some point in Theophanytide. Please get in touch with Fr Mark to arrange this, contact details are below.

For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas, please
contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com



Great Feasts of 2026

* All weekdays are highlighted in bold to differentiate from the weekends when most people will be off work *

Wednesday 7" January — The Nativity of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Monday 19" January — The Baptism of Our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ
Sunday 15" February — Meeting of our Lotrd God and Saviour Jesus Christ in the Temple

Tuesday 7" April — The Annunciation of Our Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos

Sunday 5 April - Palm Sunday
Holy & Great Friday 10™ April — Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
Holy & Great Saturday 11™ April — Descent into Hades

Sunday 12" April —- PASCHA of our Lord Jesus Christ
Thursday 21* May — Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
Sunday 31" May — Pentecost
Sunday 12" July — The Holy, Glorious and All-Praised Leaders of the Apostles: Peter and Paul

Wednesday 19" August — The Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ

Friday 28" August — The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary
Monday 21* September — Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary

Sunday 27" September — The Universal Elevation of the Precious and Life-giving Cross of the Lord

Friday 6™ November — Patronal Feast of the Ikon of the Theotokos:
“Joy of All Who Sorrow”

Sunday 15" November — Founder’s Day
Friday 4® December — Entry into the Temple of our Lady the Theotokos & Ever-Virgin Mary

A Word on taking time off for the Great Feasts

Although we don’t have any formal concept of “Days of Holy Obligation” as they do in Roman Catholicism, that
does not mean that attendance of the Great Feasts of the Church is somehow optional or not “necessary” for all
lay Orthodox Christians. On the contrary, at the start of the year, when we begin to perhaps plan our holidays and
trips away, before this we should endeavour to give our time off back to God, through prioritising on attending the
Great Feasts of the Church. As a priest, I find it deeply distressing when I serve the Divine Liturgy for the Great
Feasts and see that only one or two people of a total congregation of over fifty souls have made the effort to attend.
What message does this give to God and His saints?

Now, of course, I understand that many of you work extremely hard and long hours, and that some of you need to
maximise your annual leave as much as possible in order to make trips back home to your parents and families.
Some of you also live a long way from the church which can also make multiple trips within a week difficult and
expensive. I understand all of this, but my question for you at the start of this New Year is: what can you do? What
can you give this year that is perhaps a little more than you did last year? You will not be able to attend all the feasts,
but which ones might you be able to attend? Can you take just the morning off and then return to work in the
afternoon or make the time up later in the week? Aside from Sundays, where you should ordinarily all be present
in church, I would particularly prioritise upon the following weekday feasts:

Wednesday 7" January — The Nativity of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Monday 19" January — The Baptism of Our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ
Holy & Great Friday 10" April — The Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
Thursday 21° May — Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
Friday 28" August — The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
Friday 6™ November — Our Patronal Feast of the Ikon of the Theotokos: “Joy of All Who Sorrow”

Where it is simply not possible for us to attend the Divine Liturgy on a Great Feast, let us at least try to attend the
Vigil service which is performed on the Eve of the Feast and thereby participate in the Grace of that day. Even
attending a small part of the service is very spiritually beneficial and uplifting.

Finally, if we have children, please consider contacting Fr Mark so that he can write a letter to the school to enable
them to be able to attend the Liturgy together with you.
Let us all get the New Year off to a good start by getting our spiritual life organised and prioritised.
With all my love in Christ,
Priest Mark




