
 

 
Patronal Festival 
On 6th November, we celebrated our Patronal Festival of the Ikon of the Mother of God: ‘Joy of All Who Sorrow’. 
Considering that it was a weekday, it was very well-attended with over twenty people present. The Autumnal 
sunshine held out long enough for us to complete the Liturgy and to make a Cross Procession around the church. 
Thanks to all who managed to be there, and to dear Inna who cleaned the church in advance of the day and for 
Tatiana who made a beautiful flower arrangement. 
 

Visit of the Kursk Root Ikon 
On Friday 14th November, the Mother of God came to us in a very special way, through the presence of her miracle 
working Kursk-Root Ikon. This Ikon was discovered at the root of a tree in Kursk, Russia, in the late 13th Century. 
Since then, it has worked countless healings, notably of St Seraphim of Sarov. Father Mark and Matushka Elizabeth 
collected the Ikon from Walsingham, and accompanied it on visits to the houses of ten parishioners who had 
various needs and for whom the visitation of the Mother of God was a great blessing, as it had been for St Elizabeth 
when she was pregnant with St John the Baptist. In the evening, we served a Moleben and Akathist before the 
ikon, where we were joined by Fr Paul Elliott and Reader Serafim Williams from Wallasey and Subdeacon Valery 
and Olga from London.  
 

Founder’s Day 
The following day, Saturday 15th November, was Founder’s Day, and it was, indeed, the fifteenth anniversary of 
the repose of our foundress, Mary Bond. How beautiful that the Mother of God, to whom Mary was devoted, 
wanted to be present on this day in a special way. At the end of the Liturgy a prayer was read in front of the Ikon 
and then the congregation went to the Grave for the Litia. Many friends, old and new, were present to remember 
and pray for Mary and to venerate this extraordinary Ikon.  
 

JOAWS Parish WhatsApp Group 
Do you attend the church and want to join our new WhatsApp group? Please contact Fr Mark if you would like 
to be added, whose details are at the bottom of the service schedule on the next page.   
 

St Edmund Pilgrimage 
On Saturday 6th December, the new Bury St Edmund’s Parish will be celebrating its Patronal Festival with a 
Pilgrimage to Hoxne, the traditional site of the martyrdom of this great East Anglian king, who was shot through 
with arrows against a large tree by invading Vikings in the 9th Century. The tree blew down in a great storm in the 
19th Century, and a memorial was erected in its place. The pilgrimage will begin with a liturgy at 10am in the Parish 
Church of Sts Peter & Paul in Hoxne(IP21 5AL) followed by a moleben at the memorial.  
 

Parish Bookstall  
In December we hope to overhaul the Parish Bookstall at the back of the narthex and to make available a wider 
selection of new Spiritual books as well as some devotional and seasonal items. If you would like to see the area 
develop further, please give it your support. In order to manage the stock and to keep track of income, we will be 
trialling a QR code system where we ask parishioners to scan the QR code on the items they want to buy before 
placing their cash in the donation box or making a donation using the contactless donation point. Many thanks to 
James Bones for his assistance with spreadsheet wizardry.   
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DECEMBER 2025  
 

Saturday 6th December 

***AT STS. PETER & PAUL CHURCH IN HOXNE (IP21 5AL)*** 

10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy followed by Moleben 

Sunday 7th December 

(Afterfeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple) 

10.10am ~ Hours & Typika* (*NOTE: no liturgy as Fr Mark is away) 
 

Wednesday 10th December 

7.30pm ~ Moleben to the Mother of God, ‘Joy of All Who Sorrow’ 
 

Saturday 13th December 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 14th December 

(Holy Prophet Nahum | St Botolph of Iken) 

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

Friday 19th December 

St Nicholas the Wonderworker 

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday 20th December 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 21st December 

(Venerable Patapius of Thebes) 

10.10am ~ Hours and Divine Liturgy 
 

Saturday 27nd December 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 28th December 

(Sunday of the Holy Forefathers) 

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 31st December 

7.30pm ~ Moleben for the New Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas, 

please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com  

PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS:  

“JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW”  


