
 

 
 

 
Feast of the Ascension 
A big thank you to Hieromonk Theodore (Stanway) who served in Mettingham whilst Fr Mark and family were 
away in Rome for the Feast of Ascension as well as the Sunday of the Fathers of the First Oecumenical Council. 
 

Wedding in St Leonard’s 
On Saturday 17th May Father Mark and his family attended the wedding of Nicholas and Martha Edmunds in our 
sister parish in St Leonard’s-on-Sea. Due to the numbers of guests the wedding service was held in the nearby 
magnificent Greek Orthodox Church of St Mary Magdalene close to the sea-front. Fr Mark concelebrated with 
Fr Aleksandr Groves for the Betrothal and Crowning with both priests taking turns in escorting the couple around 
the Gospels and Cross in the Dance of Isaiah. Following the service all the guests then returned back to the 
extraordinary and beautiful environs of St Benedict’s B&B, with Fr Aleksandr’s utterly unique Victorian house 
and garden. Nicholas and Martha had provided a sumptuous buffet which was enjoyed in a marquee on the lawn.    
Love, blessings and Many Years to the newly-weds! Fr Aleksandr’s parish also continues to fundraise for a new 
church building which has become available which was blessed with a visit from the Kursk Root Ikon and our 
Metropolitan Nicholas and Bishop Irenei just before the wedding. Please consider donating to this worthy cause. 
 

Ramp 
Observant parishioners would have noticed that our disabled ramp and railings on the North side of the church 
has been overhauled. Thanks are due to our dear Starosta Nicholas Matthewson who spent a day repainting the 
wooden railings and fixing non-slip strips to the ramp to make it safer for parishioners and visitors. 
 

Catechism for All 
After Pascha, Fr Mark has found some time to upload all of his catechesis texts and materials online into a Google 
Drive folder. This means that catechumens will now be able to access all the readings for each class independently 
which will cause less administrative burden for Fr Mark. As well as the inquirer course and the pre-baptism 
catechism, he has also developed a post-baptismal catechism for the newly-illumined to continue learning after 
their reception into the Church. All classes will now be open to any members of the parish who wish to deepen 
their understanding of the Orthodox Faith. The Catechesis course is based upon the Longer Catechism of St 
Philaret of Moscow but makes use of additional texts from both ancient and contemporary Fathers. The Pre-
baptismal course focuses on the meaning of the Creed (Faith) and then proceeds onto a consideration of the 10 
Commandments in light of the New Testament (Works & Spiritual Warfare). The Post-Baptismal (Mystagogical 
Catechism) looks at the Mystery of Baptism, Chrismation and the Eucharist, followed by an investigation of the 
Divine Liturgy and then the Beatitudes, Lord’s Prayer and the Jesus Prayer. All catechesis sessions will be held on-
line through Google Meet on a weekly basis. The new Pre and Post Baptismal catecheses will commence in June. 
Please let Father Mark know if you wish to participate.  
 
 

Wooden Block Church and St Olga Book 
We are delighted to have been gifted a handmade wooden block church for the children to play and learn with. It 
was kindly given to us by Alex Goncharov, the founder of Orthodox Toys. Alex is very proactive in creating high 
quality Orthodox resources for children and another of his projects, a soon-to-be-published children’s book about 
St Olga of Alaska, has been proof-read by Matushka Elizabeth. Thank you so much dear Alex for your very 
generous gift. 
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https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/neworthodoxchurchhastings?utm_term=N3aDqDqax
https://www.pravoslavieto.com/docs/eng/Orthodox_Catechism_of_Philaret.htm#ii.xv.iii.i.p41
https://www.pravoslavieto.com/docs/eng/Orthodox_Catechism_of_Philaret.htm#ii.xv.iii.i.p41
https://orthodoxtoys.com/


 
 

 

JUNE 2025 
 

Saturday 31st May 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 1st June 
(Sunday of the 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council) 

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 4th June 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to the Ikon of the Theotokos “Joy of All Who Sorrow” 

 

Saturday 7th June 
11.30am ~ Baptism of Oswald Hollinshead 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers with Litiya 
Sunday 8th June 

(Pentecost) 
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 

2.30pm (approx.) – Kneeling Vespers 
 

Wednesday 11th June 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to St Luke the Surgeon 

 

Saturday 14th June 
3pm ~ Funeral of the Infant Maria Sacaliuc 

7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday 15th June 

(Sunday of All Saints) 
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 

 

Wednesday 18th June 
7.30pm ~ Moleben to the Ikon of the Theotokos “Joy of All Who Sorrow”   

 

Saturday 21st June 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 22nd June 
(All Saints of Russia) 

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday 25th June 
7.30pm ~ Panikhida with Prayer to St Varus 

 

Saturday 21st June 
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions 

Sunday 29th June 
(Saints of the British Isles)  

10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 
 

 

PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS: 
“JOY OF ALL WHO SORROW” 

 

For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and panikhidas, 
please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on: 

Tel. 01502 716914 / 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com 
 

mailto:marktattumsmith@gmail.com

