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Nativity and Theophany Services
Our Feast for the Nativity of Christ was well attended this year, it was also heartening to see a good number of
people come for Great Compline on the Eve of the Nativity. Following the Festal Liturgy a full Christmas lunch
was laid on in the College Dining Room followed by carols in Ukrainian, Russian, English, Latin and Dutch.
Thanks to everyone who brough food or contributed to the Feast! Theophany was on a Sunday this year which
enabled more people to attend the Feast and to be present at the end of the Liturgy for the Great Blessing of the
Waters. Fr Mark ensured that everyone was thoroughly drenched in holy water. If you have not had the
opportunity to collect your holy water yet, we still have a few litres available in the church.

Baptism of Theodora Bowler

In the afternoon of Saturday 25® January, the Saturday after Theophany, Theodora Bowler, the new baby daughter
of our Catechumens Joshua and Dymphna Bowler, was baptised in our church. It was a great joy to welcome
Joshua and Dymphna’s family and friends to the church and to explain something about the Mystery of Baptism.
Little Theodora was the perfect baby throughout the service. Just before she was going to be placed into the font,
she managed to get hiccups, but the shock of being suddenly immersed in the water caused them to stop! She
then very peacefully fell asleep in the arms of her Sponsor, Matushka Elizabeth, whilst Fr Mark was chrismating
her. On the following day, the Sunday after Theophany, Theodora then received Holy Communion for the first
time. May God grant her many years!

Theophany House Blessings

As is Traditional in the Orthodox Church, Fr Mark is ready to come and bless your homes with Theophany water,
please get in touch with him to arrange this. There is no need at all to go to a huge amount of trouble and fuss
tidying and cleaning and there is also no payment whatsoever for this service of blessing. It is a good opportunity
for our homes to be blessed and protected for the year ahead and Fr Mark enjoys the opportunity of spending
some time together outside of church. Full contact details can be found at the bottom of the service schedule.

Second Children’s Event — Wednesday 19 February on Preparing for Great Lent

On Wednesday 19" February we hope to hold our second evening for children this time on the theme of Preparing
for Great Lent with the help of the Lady Lent! The evening will start at 5.45pm for 6pm with supper followed by
an activity for all the children helping Lady Lent find all of her seven legs in the right order! The evening will end
with a moleben to the Ikon “Joy of All Who Sorrow” at 7.45pm (slightly later than normal).

Parish AGM Second Sunday of Great Lent — Sunday 16" March

This is advanced notice that we will have our Parish AGM on the Second Sunday of Great Lent 16™ March. All
members of the parish are encouraged to come and attend the Divine Liturgy and to stay for the AGM which will
be at around 2pm after lunch. At the AGM we will hear reports from Fr Mark and the Acting-Treasurer, Tatiana
Blana. This is a great opportunity to offer your services to the parish and to make suggestions for the year ahead.



PARISH & COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF THE IKON OF THE THEOTOKOS:

FEBRUARY 2025

Saturday 1* February
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 2" February
(Zaccheaus Sunday)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 5" February
7.30pm ~ Moleben to St Xenia of St Petersburg
Saturday 8" February
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 9™ February
(Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee & New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy
Wednesday 12" February
7.30pm ~ Moleben Glory to God for all things!

Friday 14 February
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Saturday 15" February
¥ Feast of the Meeting of the Lord | Purification of our Lady the Theotokos *
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 16™ February
(Sunday of the Prodigal Son)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy
Wednesday 19" February
A Special Evening for Children & Youth: On Great Lent
6pm ~ Bring and Share Supper
6.45pm ~ Help Lady Lent find her Seven L egs
7.45pm ~ Moleben to the Ikon “Joy of All Who Sorrow”
Saturday 22" February
7.30pm ~ Great Vespers & Confessions
Sunday 23" February

(Sunday of the Last Judgment)
10.10am ~ Hours & Divine Liturgy

Wednesday 26™ February
7.30pm ~ Panikbida with Prayer to St 1 arus

For all other services and pastoral needs including baptism, marriage, molebens and
panikhidas, please contact Priest Mark Tattum-Smith on:
Tel. 01502 716914 / 07592482732 or Email: marktattumsmith@gmail.com
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